BOTANICAL (USA) 2001
Seeking The Gold (USA) ex Satin
Flower (USA)

Background:

Botanical is a bay gelding who
was raced on the at until 2008.
A real globe-trotting competitor,

Botanical ran in UK, USA, Dubai and

Abu Dhabi and recorded wins over :
6 furlongs. He earned a total prize- :
money account of £210,266 in 27
runs, most notably coming third in  :
the Group 1 Dubai Golden Shaheen:

in 2007. His preferred racing surface

was dirt.

Story:

Botanical arrived at Badlingham
after his racing career was brought
to an end after a nal stint in Dubai :
throughout the 2007/2008 season. :
He was turned out in the eld and
after his rest period was brought
back in to work gradually and

began his work as a riding horse.
Botanical has lovely paces and a
great temperament so when an
application was led looking for a
horse to do riding club activities,
primarily dressage, it seemed his  :
new owner had been found and he :
began his new life in March 2009.

Results:

Since Botanical has been with his
new owner Wendy-Jean, he has
made great friends with her other
horse, Jamie and has settled in
fantastically. Wendy-Jean and Bo
have competed at three dressage
competitions (doing two classes
at each competition) and have
not been out of the rst six places
in each event. Botanical has just
begun jumping and has his rst
competition at the end of June.
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Rehoming

As with work in any equine yard, life at Badlingham is constantly varied. Throughout the summer
months the sta take some of their holidays and enjoy a well earned break after the busy winter

With Victoria away during June,
responsibility for the yard has been
handed over to particularly experienced
head girl Ernie. With a solid background
with racing and thoroughbreds, Ernie

is talented at coping with the ex-
racehorses and does a sterling job at
keeping them relaxed and happy.

With a number of horses ready to be re-
homed, the rst part of June was spent
looking through application forms to

nd the perfect matches for the horses.
After drawing up a shortlist of possible
applicants, Ernie began to get in touch
with people to invite them to come

and meet their possible new horse. The
most important aspects of re-homing
these horses are to be sure that the
rider is capable of coping with what can
be a fairly volatile breed and that the
horse ful Is their new owners’ hopes.
When an applicant is invited to view a
horse, it is vital that they are open about
exactly what they are hoping for. It is in

everyone’s best interest to avoid a match
which is unlikely to be successful.

Three horses recently left the yard in the
space of a week to begin their new jobs
and to date reports are that they are very
happy. Billy has gone to be a general
all-rounder, Frankie has a fabulous
home where he will do Pony Club and
eventing and Stage has also gone to a
very experienced home where he will
begin to event.

After each horse has been at his new
home for three months, a nal inspection
will be carried out by Victoria who will
ensure that both horse and rider are

still working well and happy together.
After this, the new owners will take full
ownership of their horse and will sign a
non-racing agreement. This is a contract

With a number of

horses ready to be

re-homed, the rst
part of June was spent

looking through
application forms
to nd the perfect
matches for
the horses.

Rehoming

created by Weatherbys whereby the
new owner will agree not to try and race
their horse again under any code. Also
included in the non-racing agreement

is a clause which states that IF one of
the re-homed horses is to be sold on

in future years, Darley management
must be told of their whereabouts and
must agree to the sale. This is so Darley
re-homing are able make sure that all of
the Sheikhs horses are kept healthy and
happy throughout their lives.

Every other week, the riders at the yard
are given a dressage lesson by local
instructor Ruth Hirst to help teach the
horses an alternative way of going.

So together with the lessons, another
two viewings scheduled for June and
new horses constantly arriving, life still
continues at a hectic pace in the yard
but the lovely weather makes the work
a lot easier.
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the beginning...

That's the way we see things at Darley,
where the superstars of today are siring

the champions of tomorrow.

+44 (0)1638 730070, +353 (0)45 527600
www.darleystallions.com
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